
It is not too early to get things in or-
der for electing progressive Democ-
rats this fall.  Some of us got warmed 
up with a taste of it during the Wis-
consin primary last month.  
There were several opportunities to 
see and hear the candidates in per-
son around the state.  We certainly 
were barraged with various types of 
media messages.  There may have 
been a few of you that dropped litera-
ture or canvassed.  
Some of you may have participated 
in phone banking, making calls to 
other Wisconsin residence or maybe 
you responded to the campaign’s re-
quest earlier this month to participate 
in calling people in Ohio or Texas us-
ing their online resources, date 
bases and making calls recording the 
data also using the real time data 
gathering programs. 
There are a number of opportunities 
to get involved locally. Isn’t this why 
you are a member of the Manitowoc 
County Democratic Party? 
One event is currently in the planning 
stage, the Manitowoc County Pro-
gressive Summit. The mission of the 
effort is to elect the most progressive 
Democrats possible through coop-
eration and effective use of both hu-
man and financial resources. The 
goal of the up coming summit is to 
bring together stakeholders, both 
groups and individuals, from through-
out the County and to provide a 
venue to meet one another putting 
names with faces, providing an op-

portunity for everyone to learn about 
each others plans, activities, and 
needs for the up coming fall election 
cycle.   That knowledge of the  plan-
ning, doing, and needing affords 
everyone the opportunity to cooper-
ate ‘dove-tailing’ resources most ef-
fectively.  If you are interested in get-
ting involved in this type of event, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
There is another exciting opportunity 
getting started in Wisconsin for indi-
viduals to get involved at the level 
they feel most comfortable.  Look in 
this newsletter for the article about 
the Neighbor to Neighborhood pro-
gram. This is very well designed to 
make each of us highly effective 
campaigners, promoters of Democ-
ratic values, and Party Building.  
Please seriously consider at least 
signing up for it by following the web-
site links and give it a try.  The initia-
tive allows everyone to work within 
their comfort level.  
Make sure you get out your calen-
dars and mark in the dates of the 
many events.  Especially Sunday 
April 6th.   Spend your afternoon 
participating in the County Caucus 
and stay for the Proxmire Dinner, 
honoring Donald Damman,  later that 
afternoon and early evening.  
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Legislation Issues pending in Madison 
                   Lawmakers face reelection campaigns!!  
 
(Much of the info in this article is obtained from “AFSCME REPORT March 2008 Vol.9, No. 3”             

 The Legislation is scheduled to adjourn their regular session  on March 13th.  A majority of 
the lawmakers are up for election this fall so they want to go back to their constituents with 
something accomplished.  All 99 members of the State Assembly and 33 of the Senate are 
up for reelection.  Our own Manty Dem member Ted Zigmunt is challenging  Frank Lasee  
in the 2nd Assembly District.  Here is a list of issues that may be left till next session that 
will become talking points on the campaign trail:  (this is not an inclusive list) 
 
AB 47 HEALTH CARE REFORM 
 
This bill would create a tax deduction for Health Savings Accounts (HSA) which the Feds 
have but not the state.  This bill would affect all the Manitowoc County Workers as County 
Exec Robert Zigelbauer pushed through HSA replacing traditional insurance plans. The Re-
publicans are only interested in this part of the bill but Senate Democrats continue to discuss 
reintroducing Healthy Wisconsin in the coming weeks.  Many Democrats hope that Healthy 
Wisconsin will be a stand alone issue allowing for public hearings to talk about the need of 
comprehensive reform in Wisconsin. 
 
AB746/SB401 JUVENILE JUSTICE FOR 17-year olds 
 
This bill would allow teenage offenders to be treated in the juvenile correction system rather 
than automatically being charged as an adult.  This would be paid for by a $1 surcharge on 
video games. 
 
SB1 CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM   
 
This bill relates to the finance charges for pay day loans.  These pay day loans can cash a 
check against an expected pay date for an exhorbanent  amount interest and finance charges.  
This bill would provide WI residents with some consumer protection. 
 
AB 12 HEALTH CARE REFORM 
 
This bill relates to the  gifts given or offered by prescription drug manufacturers and dis-
tributors to encouraging  the practitioners to prescribe certain drugs.  This bill would include 
a penalty for such practices. 
 



In Memory of  
Robert Potrykus 

 
The Manitowoc County Democratic Party  
would like to offer condolences to his fam-
ily and remember Robert Potrykus who 
died March 8, 2008.  Mr. Potrykus was an  
integral member of the Manty Dems. He 
had enthusiasm, gusto and  knew about the 
issues that affected Manitowoc County 
residents.  In the 2006 election, Bob sup-
ported office staff and volunteers with his 
famous Chili recipe.  He made phone calls, 
buttons and did anything asked of him.  He 
touched people at every level of politics.    
Joanne Richard , from Governor Doyle’s 
Office, contacted the Many Dems and  had  
this to say about Robert “What a wonderful 
and dedicated progressive he was. Please 
give my regards to Donna “.  Bob Jome 
writes “The Democratic Party will miss 
Bob!  He was a witty, thoughtful, compas-
sionate man, a solid union guy and a great 
Democrat.” Chairman Phil Knier states 
“We lost one fine gentleman and will miss 
his wit, smile, and wisdom greatly. He was 
the “decider” as the pin he so proudly wore 
displayed !!��� Ted Zigmunt writes “�I re-
member Bob working hard to put up lawn 
signs for me during my write-in campaign 
against Frank. I couldn't believe all the 
people he knew 

IMPROVING THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM 
  
In March of 2007 
Governor Doyle and 
The Governor’s Com-
mission on Reducing 
Racial Disparities in 
the Justice System has 
issued a report show-
ing that the state of 
Wisconsin leads  the 
nation in racial dis-
parities in the justice 
system.   
 
“The racial disparities 
in our justice system, 
as well as in educa-
tion, employment and 
health care, are noth-
ing short of a crisis 
for our state and na-
tion,” said Milwaukee 
Senator and Commis-
sion Co-Chair 
Spencer Coggs. “This 
is a landmark study 
with recommenda-
tions that will go a 
long way to ensuring 
that every Wisconsin 
citizen, no matter race 
or ethnicity, receives 
fair and equal treat-
ment under the law.” 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
.  

Improving the Justice Sys-
tem (cont’d) 
 
“The Commission’s recom-
mendations will help to pro-
tect civil liberties as well as 
public safety,” said Madison 
Police Chief and Commis-
sion Co-Chair Noble Wray. 
“Every day, police officers, 
prosecutors, judges and cor-
rections officials faithfully 
perform their duties protect-
ing our citizens. Yet, we 
must be mindful of how 
these actions impact our mi-
nority communities.” 
The Commission convened 
six public hearings – in Mil-
waukee, Madison, Racine, 
Janesville, Green Bay and 
Wausau – to hear from com-
munity members affected by 
racial disparities ity and po-
litical leaders. Commission 
members also received testi-
mony from state and local 
criminal justice experts rep-
resenting all points of the 
justice system. 
Recommendations cover 
drug enforcement, prosecu-
torial discretion, the estab-
lishment of community jus-
tice councils and policies 
for probation and parole 
revocations. The Report also 
contains suggested areas for 
legislative action. 
�
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Mon March 24: Membership mtg—Francis Creek 

Sportsman’s Club 

Sun April 6th: Mtwc Co. Caucus ; Proxmire Dinner 
to follow. 

Sat-Sun April 12-13: DLI 

Sat April 26: 6th CD Convention—Winnebago 
County 

Sun May 4th 6 CD Caucus—Manitowoc County 
Kiel 

Sat-Sun June 12th—DPW Stat Convention-            
St.Point 
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Name_________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/Zip________________________________________ 

Telephone______________________________________ 

Email__________________________________________ 

Please identify cell or home phone. 

 Federal law requires us to use our best efforts to collect  
and report the name, mailing address, occupation and 
name of employer of individuals whose contributions, in 
the aggregate, exceed $200 per election cycle.  Please pro-
vide the required information below. 

Occupation____________________________________ 

Employer______________________________________ 

Employer’s Address_____________________________ 

���������	
�����	��!�������	 ����	��!"���
�#	���!	

...0����"����0����

The Manitowoc Progressive 
The Voice of the Manitowoc Democratic Party 

Www.MantyDems.com 

 
 
Make  checks made out to: Democratic Party of Wisconsin  
Mail to : 
              Manitowoc County Democratic Party 
                                    PO Box 1373 
                          Manitowoc WI  54221-1373 
 
 To join by credit card visit: www.mantydems.com 
 
Sign me up for: 
 
__$2400 Benefactor                        ____$75 Family 
      or $200 a month                        ____$45 activist 
___$1,200 Investor                         (includes up to 3 memberships) 

         or $100 a month 
___$600 Patron                               ____$35 Pairs 
        or $50 a months                       (includes up to 2 memberships) 

___$240 Friends                             ____$25 General 
        or $20 a month                        _____$10 Senior/Student 
                                                                       Limited Income 
 



 

Senator Feingold Asks for Help In Congressman Kagen’s Re-election  

 
Dear Wisconsin Progressive,  
 
As the Democratic Presidential contest continues to chug along throughout our country, it’s important to re-
member that whoever our nominee and eventual Democratic President is come January 2009, he or she is 
going to need a Democratic Congress to work with to get our country back on track.   
            And while much of the talk has been about building on our gains in Congress this election cycle, we 
cannot forget about the strong Democrats who were elected last time and who now face stiff challenges this 
November.  Here in Wisconsin we need not look any further than Congressman Steve Kagen in the 8th CD. 
            Since coming to Congress, Congressman Kagen has been a leader on a variety of issues - including 
advancing our combined effort of making universal access to affordable health care a top priority.   
            He’s refused to cave in to the Bush administration’s fear-mongering tactics by not immediately pass-
ing a flawed extension of the so-called "Protect America Act" – legislation that would weaken privacy protec-
tions for American citizens and provide retroactive immunity to telecom companies.  In fact, a phony issue 
group has run television ads that accuse Congress Kagen and other freshman Democrats of being weak on 
national security issues – when nothing could be further from the truth. 
            It’s up to all Democrats in the 8th CD and across the state of Wisconsin  to stand and fight for 
Steve Kagen leading up to this election.   I’m going to continue to fight to keep him Congress and I hope you 
will join me.  For more information, or to join our effort to support Congressman Steve Kagen, please contact 
the Kagen campaign at 800-255-9355 or brad@kagen4congress.com. 
 
With high hopes, 
 
Russ Feingold 

We will call for resolutions at our March meeting.    
 
·  Each County Party may send ten resolutions to send forward. The ten resolutions we se-

lect in Manitowoc County will then be submitted to the 6th Congressional District Conven-
tions on April 26th in Winnebago County.  

· At the 6th CD convention, only 10 resolutions are selected from the resolutions submitted by 
the counties in the CD and forwarded to the State  Party Convention in June in Stevens 
Point. 

· Each resolution may only contain 100 words (including the “Whereas and “Be it resolved” 
statements).  

· It should be double spaced in order to assist in any amendments or corrections.  
· Please list your name as the author of the resolution, in case there are any questions or 

there is a need for clarification or for combining similar resolutions together. 
· Please bring 20 - 25 copies with you so members can better follow and understand your 

resolution. 
· You can visit the State Party website for the major topic of the platform. 



 
 

   Manitowoc Democratic Party 
       Call to Caucus 
 

     County Level Caucus will be held on 
       Sunday April 6th, 2008 
                Club Bil-Mar  

          Registration opens at 12:00 
          Caucus begins at 2:00pm 

 

Proxmire Dinner will be held following the Caucus 
 
 

 

For the purpose of selecting  delegates  
to proceed onto the  

6th Congressional District Caucus 
on May 4th, 2008 

                        in Kiel. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE of Action that must occur before April 4th  !!!  
 

ALL Delegates considering participating at the 6th CD Level MUST complete  
“STATEMENT OF INTENT AND PLEDGE OF SUPPORT FOR CANDIDATES FOR 

DELEGATES TO THE 2008 DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION” 
 

Available at:  http://www.wisdems.org/ht/a/GetDocumentAction/i/1125557 
 
SUBMIT to the Democratic Party of Wisconsin, 222 W Washington Ave, Suite 150, 
Madison, WI 53703 no later than 5:00pm CST on Friday April 4, 2008  

 

 



 
The Manitowoc County Democratic Party  

cordially invites you to attend our  

William Proxmire Dinner 
honoring  

Donald Damman ,  

  

Long time Manitowoc County Treasurer,  
Public servant and outstanding Democrat 

 
Immediately following the Manitowoc County Caucus 

 
Sunday, April 6th, 2008 

Social – 4:30 pm      Dinner Program – 5:30 pm 
 

Program Speaker Scott Ross –  
One Wisconsin Now 

 
Club Bil-Mar 3627 County Road CR 

  
Ticket cost - $25.00 each    2 for $45.00 

 
We need you to call by Monday, April 1st, 2008 with your  

reservation 920.684.1832  



Neighbor to Neighbor Initiative 
Make the Difference One Neighbor at a Time 
Together We Can Make the Difference 
                    
          The elections of 2008 are just around the corner and Democrats need to 

get the word out about how electing Democrats from the office of President all 

the way down to local offices will improve the lives of Americans.  

 
          To get the message out to as many people as possible across the county 

the Neighbor to Neighbor initiative is recruiting individuals to become Neighbor-

hood Leaders.  

  
          Learn more about the Neighbor to Neighbor Program of the 50 State  

Strategy by logging onto “ 

http://www.democrats.org/a/party/a_50_state_strategy/   

 
          Signing up as a neighborhood leader is as simple as simply going to the 

web site http://www.democrats.org/page/group, click on Login or Signup link un-

der “My Groups” in the “Groups and Circles” section of the page. 

   
          The Party will provide you with the step by step process to get started and 

will even provide you with a list of people in your neighborhood that would 

probably vote for Democratic candidates with a little encouragement. Or, if you 

would like, you can compile your own list of neighbors.  

 
          Once you have your list the web site will walk you through what you 

should do at every step of the process. Background information and materials 

provided to use and print as handouts for your neighbors to make it as easy as 

possible.  The materials can even be personalized to reflect you. As more mem-

bers get involved we can plan on getting together and sharing how things are 

going.   

          This person to person contact is the most effective in getting the word out 

for electing Democrats. If you have any questions or problems please do not 

hesitate to contact any one of the Board members. 


